
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online 
at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write 
a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email 
at program.intake@usda.gov.  

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP 
159 Plaza Drive 
Keyser, WV  26726 

11/4/2020 

Paul Barton 
23701 S 655 Road 
PO Box 453220 
Grove, OK 74345-3220 

Subject: United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
Town of Hancock THPO Section 106 Initiation Update 
Town of Hancock Wastewater Improvement Project 
Hancock, Washington County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Barton: 

The Town of Hancock  is seeking financial assistance from the USDA Rural Development (RD), 
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Water and Environmental Program for the Town of 
Hancock Wastewater Improvement (Project). In regards to the Nationwide Programmatic 
Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, National 
Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA): This Project will not be using the 
NPA. 

The Town of Hancock, Maryland is in the process of performing an environmental review so that 

it may assess the environmental impacts of a proposed wastewater project to improve the 

Town’s overall wastewater system and wastewater treatment plant.  The project description has 

been updated to include construction of a wastewater treatment plant at a new site.  In general, 

the project will consist of an inflow and infiltration study of the collection system, rehabilitation 

of the pump stations, remodeling of an existing building for a public works facility building, 

construction of an Enhanced Nutrient Removal (ENR) wastewater treatment plant at a new site, 

and various other construction at the wastewater treatment plant. It is anticipated that funding 

for the project will be provided in partnership with MDE and USDA Rural Development. A detailed 

list of the improvements are as follows: 

• Wastewater Treatment Plant Construction 
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o Construction of WWTP at previously disturbed site (currently utilized as scrap 

yard) owned by the Town  

o Biological treatment system that allows the Town to meet current discharge 

limits and possible future ENR discharge limits   

o Headworks including influent screening and grit removal 

o Influent flow equalization and pumping 

o Treatment via SBRs with a post equalization basin 

o Denitrification filters, post-aeration, and UV disinfection 

o Sludge treatment system 

o Chemical storage and feed facilities 

o Plant-wide process control system 

• Inflow and Infiltration Study 

o Testing of the collection system including smoke testing, flow monitoring, 

manhole inspection, dye testing, and video inspection 

• Pump Station Rehabilitation 

o Lining of the existing wet wells 

o Replacement of pumps, rails, piping, and all appurtenances 

o Installation of safety grates 

o Modifications to enhance aesthetics 

• Public Works Facility Building 

o Remodeling of existing building for public works offices 

o Sand, salt, and aggregate storage 

o Construction of additional garage 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject 
to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any 
right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of 
the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all 
construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas; and at 
least a ½-mile radius for the indirect APE for towers and other above ground resources that will 
cause a visual or otherwise indirect impact to historic districts or properties.  

Based on this definition, The Town of Hancock proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of the Town’s property that the WWTP is constructed on and various sewer lines 
throughout the Town within the existing easement as shown on the enclosed map. The 
geographic scope of the APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 
36 CFR § 800.4(a)(1). The APE does or does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 
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36 CFR § 800.16(x) or The APE includes the following tribal land(s) as defined pursuant to 36 
CFR § 800.16(x). 

Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, “Environmental 
Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket delegation for its 
applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is agreement.  

In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its Water and 
Environmental  program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to 
direct agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 

The Town of Hancock is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible 
interest of the Seneca-Cayuga Nation in Washington County. Should the Seneca-Cayuga Nation 
elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, please notify me in writing 
via letter or email as soon as possible at the following addresses – Rhiannon Dodge – 159 Plaza 
Drive, Keyser, WV 26726 or rdodge@rkk.com.  

Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic properties 
or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the level of effort 
needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by the referenced 
project. Town of Hancock will respect the confidentiality of the information which you provide 
to the fullest extent possible.  

If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly with 
RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request that RUS 
participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably via email. 
However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit your request to 
Donald Shephard at 302-857-3584.  

Please submit your response electronically within 30 days of this initiation. RUS will proceed to 
the next step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address and 
email provided above.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rhiannon A Dodge, E.I.T. 
Associate Engineer 
RK&K 
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Enclosure(s) 

CC: Town of Hancock 


