
 
The Washington Grove Historic District encompasses approximately 225 acres east of 

Gaithersburg in central Montgomery County, Maryland. Within the district are 216 single-family 

houses, 3 commercial buildings, 2 municipal buildings, a community clubhouse, and a church set 

within a secluded, wooded landscape that vividly reflects its origins as a nineteenth-century 

Methodist camp meeting. The district is bound on the south by the historic Metropolitan Branch 

of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (today CSX Transportation) and is surrounded by various types 

of development, including light industrial, commercial, residential, and county and municipal 

parkland.  

 

The houses within the Washington Grove Historic District represent a range of late nineteenth- 

and twentieth-century architectural styles and forms. Of particular note is a significant collection 

of architecturally distinctive Carpenter Gothic cottages that, in their form, scale, and material, 

complement the forest – the “sacred grove” – that formed the setting of the outdoor religious 

revival from which the historic district evolved. The district’s twentieth-century residential styles 

and forms provide architectural diversity, reflect national trends, and represent Washington 

Grove’s successful transition from a camp meeting to an independent municipality. 

 

The Washington Grove Historic District was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

(National Register) on April 9, 1980. This amended nomination reevaluates the local, state, 

regional, and national events and trends that have shaped the development, design, and character 

of Washington Grove to provide a broader context for understanding its significance. The 

nomination defines a period of significance of 1873 to 1969 and identifies and describes the 

architectural resources, landscape characteristics, and viewsheds that add to the historic 

associations, qualities, and values for which the historic district is significant. The nomination 

expands the previous limits of the historic district to encompass nearly the entire town, as well as 

key resources on its borders that contribute to its historic associations. Lastly, this amended 

nomination brings the Washington Grove Historic District documentation to current National 

Register standards by identifying its historic and current functions, defining a period of 

significance, and identifying contributing and noncontributing resources. 
 


