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Jurisdiction Applying: Cecil County, Maryland
Name and Location of Proposed Zone: Cecil County Enterprise Zone

Nature of Application: Expansion

Approximate Land Area of Enterprise Zone (includes right of ways): Existing = 7,179 acres

(includes connecting ROW); Proposed Expansion = 568.51 acres; Proposed Total = 7,748 acres

Eligibility Criteria: Unemployment Rate and Low Income Poverty Area
Contact Information:

Sandra Edwards, Enterprise Zone Administrator
Cecil County Office of Economic Development
200 Chesapeake Blvd., Suite 2700

Elkton, MD 21921

410.996.6292

s.edwards@ccgov.org

Dr. Alan McCarthy

Cecil County Executive

200 Chesapeake Blvd., Suite 2100
Elkton, MD 21921

410.996.5201
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Dr. Alan McCarthy
Cecil County Executive

Date
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Il. Expression of Consent
Pages 5 — 13 include the following Resolutions:

= Town of Elkton Resolution No. R6 — 2020
= Cecil County Resolution No. 47 - 2020
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Mayor and Commissioners
of the Town of Elkton

Resolution R6 - 2020
Designation and Expansion of
Enterprise Zones

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS OF THE
TOWN OF ELKTON TO SUPPORT THE EXPANSION OF THE
EXISTING ENTERPRISE ZONE WITHIN THE TOWN OF ELKTON,
AND GENERALLY RELATING TO THE USE OF ENTERPRISE ZONES
TO PROMOTE THE RETENTION AND EXPANSION OF BUSINESSES
IN THE TOWN OF ELKTON.

WHEREAS, Maryland’s Enterprise Zone Tax Credit Program is a joint
effort between the State and local governments to provide tax incentives to
businesses and property owners located in economically distressed communities;
and

WHEREAS, the Town of Elkton desires to continue and expand the
existing Enterprise Zone to allow existing businesses in the Town of Elkton and
prospective new businesses to utilize these incentives; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Elkton desires to expand the existing Enterprise
Zone by adding eleven additional parcels collectively consisting of approximately
399 acres, designated as: Parcels 2103 and 2464 (Lot 7) on Cecil County Tax Map
303; Parcel 2102 on Cecil County Tax Map 304; Parcel 1695 on Cecil County Tax
Map 310; Parcels 2224, 2225 and 2462 (Parcel A) on Cecil County Tax Map 315;
Parcels 169 and 2462 (Parcel B Lots 1 & 2) on Cecil County Tax Map 316; and
Parcel 2371 on Cecil County Tax Map 320; and

WHEREAS, the primary benefits to businesses that are located within an
Enterprise Zone are eligible for local property tax credits and State income tax
credits; and

WHEREAS, eligible businesses in an enterprise zone may claim a ten
(10)-year credit against local real property taxes on a portion of real property
improvements. The credit is 80 percent of the assessment increase during the
first five years. The credit then decreases 10 percent annually thereafter to 30
percent in the tenth year; and

WHEREAS, eligible businesses in an enterprise zone may claim one-year
or three-year credits for wages paid to new employees in new positions. The
general credit is a one-time $1,000 credit per new worker. For economically
disadvantaged employees, the credit increases to a total of $6,000 per worker
distributed over three years. Businesses may claim the enterprise zone income
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tax credits on the 500CR form when they submit their business or individual
income tax returns to the Maryland Comptroller; and

WHEREAS, the Enterprise Zone is an important incentive for the Town
to encourage existing businesses to expand and attracting new businesses to
locate within the Town; and

WHEREAS, Cecil County is preparing to file an application with the
State of Maryland requesting the expansion of the Cecil County Enterprise Zone
which includes the expansion of the Town of Elkton Enterprise Zone as set forth
herein; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Elkton have
conducted a public hearing regarding the expansion of the Town of Elkton
Enterprise Zone; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Commissioners desire to support the
application to be filed by Cecil County with the State of Maryland for the
expansion of the Town of Elkton’s Enterprise Zone.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners
of the Town of Elkton that:

1. The Mayor and Commissioners support the continuation of both the
existing Enterprise Zone and endorse the application to be filed by Cecil County
with the State of Maryland for the expansion of the Town of Elkton Enterprise
Zone by adding approximately 399 acres, consisting of Parcels 2103 and 2464 on
Cecil County Tax Map 303; Parcel 2102 on Cecil County Tax Map 304; Parcel
1695 on Cecil County Tax Map 310; Parcels 2224, 2225 and 2462 on Cecil County
Tax Map 315; Parcels 2462 and 169 on Cecil County Tax Map 316; and Parcel
2371 on Cecil County Tax Map 320; and

2, The Mayor and Town Administrator are authorized and directed to
execute, attest to and deliver all documents necessary or desirable to effectuate
the continuation and expansion of the Town of Elkton Enterprise Zone as set
forth in this Resolution;

3. Copies of this Resolution shall be sent to the Cecil County Executive, Cecil
County Council and Cecil County Economic Development Director;

4. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
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READ AND PASSED THIS 5 TH DAY OF AUGUST 2020

The Mayor and Commissioners
of the Town of Elkton

ot

s feorge, Town Administrator Mayor Rbbert J. Alt

Ok e it Bt

Commissioner Charles H. Givens, Sr. Commissioner Jean A. Bromell
7 oAt - m// ;Z f(
Commissioner Robert M. Massimiano C&ﬁlmlssmﬁer Earl M. Piner, Kr.
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF CECIL COUNTY, MARYLAND
LEGISLATIVE SESSION DAY 2020-18

RESOLUTION NO. 47-2020

Title of Resolution: Approval — Application — Enterprise Zone Expansion

Synopsis: A Resolution to expand the existing Cecil County Enterprise Zone by 568.5 acres,
more or less, of which 386.83 acres, more or less, are within the Town of Elkton.

Introduced by: Council President on behalf of the County Executive

Introduced and ordered posted on: August 18, 2020
Public hearing scheduled on: September 15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

Scheduled for consideration on: October 6, 2020

By: /40/‘%04/ 7%04404/

Council Manager

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice and title of Resolution having been posted on August 18, 2020 at the County
Administration Building, 200 Chesapeake Blvd., Elkton and having been published according to
the Charter on September 2, 2020 and September 9, 2020, a public hearing was held on

September 15, 2020, and concluded on September 15, 2020.

By: QCM/WA)/ %/mw !

Council Manaéer

Explanation:  CAPITAL LETTERS INDICATE LANGUAGE ADDED TO EXISTING DOCUMENT
Strike-through indicates language deleted from existing document
Underlining indicates language added to document by amendment.
Beuble-Strike-threugh indicates language stricken from document by amendment
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RESOLUTION NO. 47-2020
Approval — Application - Enterprise Zone Expansion

WHEREAS, Maryland’s Enterprise Tax Credit Program is a joint effort between the State
and local governments to provide tax incentives to businesses and property owners located in
economically distressed communities; and

WHEREAS, the Cecil County Enterprise Zone was approved by the State of Maryland on
June 15, 2013, thus providing an important economic development tool for the County and the
towns of Perryville, North East and Elkton; and

WHEREAS, the Cecil County Office of Economic Development desires to have the
current Enterprise Zone expanded to allow existing businesses in Cecil County and prospective
new businesses to utilize these incentives; and

WHEREAS, the application will include all those ten (10) properties shown on the
attached maps and associated parcel listing in Exhibit A, in all totaling 568.51 acres, more or
less, of which 386.83 acres, more or less, lie within the Town of Elkton; and

WHEREAS, the primary benefits to businesses that are located within an enterprise zone
are eligibility for local property tax credits and State income tax credits; and

WHEREAS, eligible businesses in an enterprise zone may claim a ten-year credit against
local real property taxes on a portion of real property improvements. The credit is 80 percent
of the assessment increase during the first five years. The credit then decreases 10 percent
annually thereafter to 30 percent in the tenth year; and

WHEREAS, eligible businesses in an enterprise zone may claim one-year or three-year
income tax credits for wages paid to new employees in new positions. For economically
disadvantaged employees, the credit increases to a total of $6,000 per worker distributed over
three years. Businesses claim the enterprise zone income tax credits on Maryland 500CR form
when they submit their business or individual income tax returns to the Comptroller; and

WHEREAS, the Enterprise Zone is an important incentive for the County to encourage
existing businesses to expand and in attracting new businesses to locate within Cecil County;
and

WHEREAS, the application for the subject Enterprise Zone must be filed with the State

of Maryland Department of Commerce on or before October 15, 2020.
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RESCLUTION NO. 47-2020
Approval — Application - Enterprise Zone Expansion

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF CECIL
COUNTY, MARYLAND, that this application to expand the Cecil County Enterprise Zone to
include ten (10) parcels totaling 568.51 acres, more or less, as reflected in Exhibit A, as
attached, is approved.

AND BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF CECIL COUNTY,
MARYLAND, that this Resolution shall take effect on the date of its passage.

INTRODUCED: August 18, 2020
ADOPTED: October 6, 2020

V2

President of the Counall

ATTEST:

l
ouncil Manager %
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Resolution No. 47-2020
N

Exhibit A
i Cecil County
jL Proposed Enterprise Zone Additions

Proposed Additions
Existing Enterprise Zone
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Page 1 of 2

August 10, 2020
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Resolution No. 47-2020
Exhibit A

] Cecil County
jL Proposed Enterprise Zone Additions
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Resolution No. 47-2020

Exhibit A
Cecil County
Proposed Enterprise Zone Additions
S on Precrruses
Map ACCTID Map | Parcel | Lot Premises Address 074 Zoning Acres
1 0803115437 | 316 2462 1 | S/S PULASKI HIGHWAY ELKTON Cc-2 4.14
2 0803115429 | 315 2462 S/S PULASKI HIGHWAY ELKTON C-2 28.36
3 0803138995 | 316 | 2462 2 | S/S PULASKI HIGHWAY ELKTON C-2 2.72
4 0803056759 | 315 2224 NE/S SOUTH BRIDGE STREET ELKTON C-2 6.17
5 0803009394 | 315 2225 101 BIG ELK MALL RD ELKTON C-2 31.82
6 0803017427 | 316 169 W/S MALONEY ROAD ELKTON PUD 54.95
¥ 0803013642 | 320 2371 S/S EAST PULASKI HIGHWAY ELKTON PUD 244.07
8 0803019217 | 304 2102 E/S MUDDY LANE ELKTON C3 14.60
9 0805029058 | 24 78 W/S GOOSEMAR ROAD NORTH EAST M2 11.11
10 0805025532 | 25 200 765 MECHANICS VALLEY RD NORTH EAST BG 170.57
TOTALACRES= 568.51
Total acres in
Town of
Elkton = 386.83
Date prepared (8/10/2020)
3
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lll. Confirmation of State Priority Funding Area

As reflected in the letter below and the map on the following page, the proposed areas of
expansion to the Cecil County Enterprise Zone are located within a priority
funding area.

Office of the County Executive Department of Land Use & Development Services

Alan McCarthy
County Executive

Eric Sennstrom, AICP, Director
Office: 410.996.5220
Fax: 800.430.3829

Alfred C. Wein, Jr.
Director of Administration County Information
410.996.5200
Office: 410.996.5202 410.658.4041

Fax: 800.863.0947

CECIL COUNTY, MARYLAND
Office of the Director
200 Chesapeake Boulevard, Suite 2300, Elkton, MD 21921

October 19, 2020

Sandra Edwards, Acting Director

Cecil County Office of Economic Development
200 Chesapeake Boulevard, Suite 2700
Elkton, MD 21921

RE: Priority Funding Area Expansion Certification
Dear Ms. Edwards:

| am writing in response to your request for the Priority Funding Area status of the properties subject to
the Enterprise Zone expansion.

Please be advised that all of the parcels subject to the Enterprise Zone expansion have previously been
certified as Priority Funding Areas (PFA) by Cecil County. These PFA certified parcels include Tax Map 24,
Parcel 78; Tax Map 25, Parcel 200; Tax Map 304, Parcel 2102; Tax Map 315, Parcels 2224, 2225 & 2462;
Tax Map 316, Parcel 169 & 2462; and Tax Map 320, Parcel 2371.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
Sirlgere;bﬁ ="

P )
f/ sy
\—Eric S. S/enn trom, Director

Land Use & Development Services

WWW.ccgov.org
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IV. Documentation of Eligibility Requirements

In accordance with the criteria outlined in Economic Development Article § 5-704, a qualified
applicant for Enterprise Zone status must exhibit at least one of four eligibility criteria. The
proposed expansion exhibits three of the four criteria, those being:

1. The population in the area, or within a reasonable proximity to the area but in the same
county, is a low-income poverty area (proportion of families with less than poverty rate
incomes is at least 1.25 times the national proportion).

2. The average rate of unemployment in the area or within a reasonable proximity to the
area but in the same county, for the most recent 18-month period for which data is
available is at least 150% of the greater of the average rate of the unemployment in either
the State or the United States during that period.

3. At least 70% of the families in the area, or within a reasonable proximity to the area but
in the same county, have incomes that are less than 80% of the median family income in
the political subdivision that contains the area.

More specifically, the ten (10) parcels that comprise the proposed expansion area are located
within or in close proximity to Census Tracts 304 (unemployment rate, poverty rate, and % of
families below 80% of median family income), 309.03 (poverty rate), 312.01 (unemployment
rate), and the Town of Elkton (poverty rate). Thus, the proposed expansion exceeds the
minimum of one required eligibility measurement for an Enterprise Zone as outlined under the
Maryland Economic Development Article § 5-704.

On the next page is a table showing the qualifying data as provided by the Maryland Department

of Commerce. A map showing the qualifying census tracts in relation to the Enterprise Zone and
the proposed expansion can be found in the Maps & Parcel Listing section on page 22.

16| Page



UE Rate must be greater than 150% of US or MD UE Rate whichever higher
US Unemployment 18-Month Average ( December 2018 - May 2020) = 4.8%

Must be greater than 7.2%
Poverty rate must be at least 1.25 times the national rate
US Poverty rate = 10.1%. Must be greater than 12.6%

At least 70% of families must have incomes less than 80% of the median family income of the County

Cecil County median family income = $87,353 (ACS)
70% of families must have income less than $69,882

Geography Unempl Rate 18-
(ACS 2014- | month
2018 5-yr avg UE
Avg) rate
(LAUS)
United States 5.9 4.8
Maryland 5.6 4.2
Cecil County, Maryland 5.6 4.5 6.5 34.4
Census Tract 304, Cecil County, Maryland 17:1 14.2 31.0 72.6
Census Tract 309.03, Cecil County, Maryland 4.3 3.5 18.1 46.0
Census Tract 312.01, Cecil County, Maryland 10.9 8.9 7.3 37.7
Elkton town, Maryland 7.6 6.2 17.3 49.5

Data Extracted on July 22, 2020

Unemployment Rate (ACS): American Community Survey-2018-5 year estimates (DP3)
18-month average unemployment: Maryland Department of Labor, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Adjusted Unemployment rate calculated using Census share method

Poverty rate (ACS): American Community Survey-2018-5 year estimates (DP3)

Family income (ACS): American Community Survey-2018-5 year estimates (DP3)

ACS: https://planning.maryland.gov/MSDC/Pages/american_community_survey/2014-2018ACS.aspx
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V. Maps & Parcel Listing

The below listed items follow on pages 19 — 27:

e Enterprise Zone Map & Written Description of Expansion Boundaries (pages 19 & 20)
e Vicinity Maps (pages 21 & 22)

e Parcel Listing (page 23)

e Census Tract Maps (page 24 & 25)

e Zoning Maps (pages 26 & 27)

18| Page



Map of Proposed Enterprise Zone Expansion
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Written Description of Boundaries

Cecil County is requesting the Cecil County Enterprise Zone be expanded to include an additional
569+/- acres comprised of a total of ten (10) parcels. Two (2) of the ten (10) parcels comprising
the expansion are located within the County’s jurisdiction while the other eight (8) parcels are
located within the Town of Elkton. The properties with the Town of Elkton include the Big Elk
Mall and adjoining historic Holly Hall property near the intersection of MD Routes 40 & 213, a
parcel just south of the 1-95 Elkton Exit, with the other in town parcels all being contiguous and
located on the south side of Rt. 40 and west of Maloney Road near the Upper Chesapeake
Corporate Center (see the Vicinity Map on page 21). Of the two (2) remaining parcels that are
within the County’s jurisdiction, one (1) is located on the north side of Route 40 and west side of
Mechanics Valley Road near North East and the other parcel in located along the east side of Red
Toad Road just north of Bethel Church Road (see Vicinity Map on page 22).

Capital Improvement Projects
Within the next 4 — 5 years a $69 million interchange will be constructed at Belvidere Road and

I-95 to alleviate truck traffic on MD Rte. 40 and to provide quicker access to 1-95 for industrial

and commercial vehicles in the area. Funding for the interchange is being provided as follows:

e S$20 million Federal
e S$1 million Cecil County
e 5$33.12 million MDOT

e $14.88 million Private (York Building Products/Stewart Properties, owner of 662 acres of
the proposed 885-acre Enterprise Zone expansion)

20| Page



Cecil County Enterprise Zone - Proposed Expansion

"’ @? ’ Vicinity Map
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Enterprise Zone Expansion Parcel Listing

#on Premises
Map ACCTID Map | Parcel | Lot Owner Name City Zoning | Acres
1 0803115437 | 316 2462 1 LIbL US cﬁERATIONS ELKTON C-2 4.14
WILLIAMS FAMILY
2 | 0803115429 | 315 | 2462 AUTOMOTIVE LLC ELKTON | c2 | 2836
WILLIAMS FAMILY
3 0803138995 | 316 2462 2 AUTOMOTIVE LLC ELKTON C-2 2.72
4 0803056759 | 315 2224 BIG ELK MALL LLC ELKTON C-2 6.17
5 0803009394 | 315 2225 ELKTON ASSOCIATES ELKTON C-2 31.82
6 0803017427 | 316 169 SOUTHSIDE LLC ELKTON PUD 54.95
7 0803013642 | 320 2371 SOUTHSIDE LLC ELKTON PUD 244.07
PATEL BIPINCHANDRA &
8 0803019217 | 304 2102 VINA ELKTON C-3 14.60
NORTH EAST BUSINESS NORTH
9 0805029058 24 78 CENTER LLC EAST M2 11.11
NORTH
10 0805025532 25 200 NORTH EAST LLC EAST BG 170.57
TOTAL 568.51
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Cecil County 2010 Census Tracts
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Cecil County Enterprise Zone - Proposed Expansion
Town of Elkton Zoning Map

ELKTON ZONING

I B Business and Industrial

[ BP Planned Business Park

I C-1 Central Business District

Bl c2 Highway Commercial

Il C-3 Highway Interchange Commercial

[ R-1 Town Estate

[IR2  Suburban Residential

[ R-3  Urban Residential

I RO Residential - Office

[CIRrRP Resource Protection

I C Town Center
0 1,000 2,000 Feet
e
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VI. Written Narrative

Economic, Social and Demographic Nature of the Cecil County Enterprise Zone

Located in the center of the Mid-Atlantic region, Cecil County is situated in the northeast corner of the
state and is bordered by Pennsylvania to the north and Delaware to the east. Cecil County is
predominantly rural, comprised of 350 square miles (223,000 acres) with an estimated population of
102,855. With anticipated population growth over the next decade, it is imperative that Cecil County
continue to provide a diverse mix of jobs in order to promote a high quality of life for Cecil County’s
citizens.

You cannot find a better mix of manufacturing, distribution, and agriculture on the U.S. East Coast than
in Cecil County. The county is home to a diverse industry base with approximately 40 businesses having
100 or more employees. The largest industries represented in the county are trade, transportation,
and utilities, followed by professional and business services and leisure and hospitality. Major
employers include W.L. Gore, Christian Care at Union Hospital, IKEA Maryland, Cecil County Public
Schools, Northrop Grumman, Terumo Medical Corporation, Amazon, Terumo Cardiovascular Systems,
Restoration Hardware, Smithfeild, and KeHE. With 14% of the workforce employed in manufacturing,
Cecil County has the highest manufacturing job concentration from NY to Richmond and this sector
continues to grow in the county. Technology manufacturers include Northrop Grumman, W.L. Gore,
Terumo Medical, Clene Nanomedicine, Micropore, and Operative Experience while more traditional
manufacturers include companies like Air Clear, Composites USA, Colonial Metals, TIM Plastics,
Plasticoid, Fluoron, Aquafin, Fortress Steel, and many more. In 2019, employment was up 10% at W.L.
Gore and a whopping 33% at Northrop Grumman.

Infrastructure has historically hindered the local economy; however, the current administration
understands that improved infrastructure connectivity in the growth corridor is essential to economic
development. As a result, the county is currently working on important infrastructure projects
including a Wastewater Treatment Plant in planning phase for Port Deposit/Bainbridge, natural gas
lines between Elkton and North East along Route 40 (in the Enterprise Zone are almost complete, water
& sewer infrastructure is being installed in the West Elkton area, and a new 1-95 interchange will be
constructed at Belvidere Road adjacent to the 662-acre parcel included in the Enterprise Zone
expansion last year.

Cecil County's median household income is $87,353, which is significantly below neighboring
jursidictions as well as Maryland’s median household income, which is $95,572. Pre pandemic, the
County’s unemployment rate was hovering just below the State UE rate and just under the U.S. UE rate.
Upward trends in Cecil County include the projected population growth of 2% by 2023 (highest along the
I-95 corridor between New York & Baltimore), the second highest job growth rate in the state, the third
highest 1-yr wage growth rate in the state, and a continued solid bond ratings of AA+ (S%P) and Aa2
(Moody’s).
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Cecil County’s Top 5 Employers

#1 - W. L. Gore & Associates 2,632 Employees

#2 — Cecil County Public Schools 2,097 Employees

#3 — Perry Point VA Medical Center 1,612 Employees
#4 — Union Hospital / Affinity Health 1,236 Employees
#5 — Amazon 1,107 Employees

Describe the Economy of the Expansion Zone

Located in the center of the Boston-Atlanta corridor, Cecil County, Maryland provides overnight access
to markets of over 90 million people and one-third ($5.7 trillion) of the nation’s effective buying
income. Cecil County is ideally located halfway between Baltimore and Philadelphia and halfway
between Washington DC and New York. Cecil County has access to rail, rivers and the Chesapeake Bay,
a network of major East Coast distribution routes, and local and international airports. The properties
included in the proposed expansion are strategically located within the County’s growth corridor and
are key to future job growth in the county.

Continued expansion of the County’s Enterprise Zone is necessary to attract new manufacturing and
logistics businesses to the county. Expansion of the Enterprise Zone as proposed herein will help create
more local jobs within an existing population center, which creates many positive financial and
environmental impacts and ultimately increases the quality of life of the County’s residents. Currently,
the vast majority of employed residents travel an average of 25 minutes to work, which means many are
traveling outside of the County for work. Having more job opportunities closer to home means less travel
time and less fuel consumption, which adds to the quality of life and provides environmental benefits as
well.

In 2018 the County’s Enterprise Zone was expanded to include Chesapeake Overlook in Perryville, and
North East Commons in North East. As a result, Great Wolf Resorts will be building a Great Wolf Lodge
in Perryville (ground breaking expected in the 3™ Quarter of 2021) and Trammell Crow is near completion
of a 750,000 sq. ft. spec building on the North East Commons site. These projects would not have come
to fruition without the land being included in the County’s Enterprise Zone. Based on projects in the
pipeline and those that will come about with approval of this expansion application, we anticipate $1
Billion worth of private projects to be under development in the next one to two years.

Overall Goals and Objectives of the Enterprise Zone
GOAL: Increase employment base. Cecil County partners with various organizations to encourage
job growth within the county and to assist in decreasing the unemployment rate. We will continue to
work with our state, regional, and local partners to encourage job growth and assist companies that are
looking to expand or open new operations. Having an Enterprise Zone allows great benefit to the County
and the businesses that choose to locate within a zone.
o Outcome — Creation of more jobs will capitalize on our available labor force, decrease our
unemployment rate, and provide a higher quality of life for Cecil County residents.

GOAL: Encourage expansion of existing businesses. Retention of our existing business community is
vital to Cecil County's economy. We will work with our businesses to meet expansion needs and assist
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with site selection and fast track permitting to help save time and money.
o Outcome — More businesses will expand within or relocate to Cecil County.

Local Standards

1. Business entities that are eligible to receive Enterprise Zone incentives must locate or expand within
the boundaries of the Zone.

2. To be eligible for Enterprise Zone incentives, a business organization must engage in a business
activity that is industrial or commercial in nature and be consistent with activities permissible in light
Industrial (M-1), Heavy Industrial (M-2), Business Intensive (Bl) or Bainbridge Special Use (BSU) If a
business is choosing to locate in Port Deposit It must engage in a business activity that is industrial
or commercial in nature and be consistent with activities permissible in Bainbridge Special Use
(BSU).

3. In the event that a business entity has more than one facility or business location, calculations of
total employment will apply solely to the facility that is expanded or located within the Zone.

4. Any business entity that is eligible for Enterprise Zone incentives needs to be in good standing with
Cecil County and the State of Maryland.

5. In order to take advantage of the income tax credit any new employees must be considered full-
time (working a minimum of 35 hours per week).

6. The Secretary of the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development must approve
changes or amendments to the Cecil County Enterprise Zone standards.

Additional Incentives and Initiatives
Businesses located within an Enterprise Zone will be eligible to take advantage of a variety of business
resources that the Office of Economic Development and our partners offer, including the following:

Conditional Loans

The Cecil County Office of Economic Development can provide discretionary incentives for businesses
looking to locate in the county. These funds have assisted businesses such as Amazon, Medline, and
Northrop Grumman Innovation Systems to expand in Cecil County in recent years.

Site Selection

The Cecil County Office of Economic Development can provide expanding and prospective new
businesses an analysis of available real estate that meets their requirements. In addition, we can
facilitate site visits and gather specific demographic and infrastructure information.

Fast Track Designation

The Cecil County Office of Economic Development will work with a company's real estate staff,
architects, engineers and facilities managers to assure they navigate the regulatory system in a timely
manner. The County can assist with fast track permitting and advocating with state and federal agencies.
The County will accelerate and approve important economic development projects in less than 90 days.

Permitting Assistance & Advocacy

The Cecil County Office of Economic Development will connect businesses to the appropriate
representatives in County, State and Federal agencies to ensure projects are completed in a timely and
efficient manner.
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Recruitment
The Susquehanna Workforce Network (SWN) works with businesses to find qualified, skilled job
candidates. Specific types of assistance provided by SWN includes the following:
e Job Postings —assist in developing precise job advertisements and post them to a free Internet site
reaching local and national candidates
e Job Matching — collect applications and refer only the candidates who match qualifications
e Job Fairs —act as a representative at local and regional recruiting events
e Skill /Proficiency — administer and score tests of a candidate's ability, such as typing and software
skills
e Screening & Interviewing — establish a candidate pool, screen resumes and interview potential
candidates, then refer only the most qualified individual
e Labor Market Information — providing valuable data, such as wage records and demographic
statistics

Cecil Catalyst

Cecil Catalyst was designed to provide funds to credit worthy businesses and individuals that find it
difficult to obtain financing through traditional sources due to limited equity, collateral requirements, or
marginal cash flow issues. The purpose of the Cecil Catalyst is to promote job growth and the target
market is small businesses, including start-up businesses, located in Cecil County. Loans may be made in
amounts as low as $5,000 up to a maximum of $75,000, however, the loan maximum may be increased
by the Loan Review Committee with approval from the County Executive.

Workforce Training Grant Partnership Program

Cecil County’s Office of Economic Development is capable of providing matching grants to new and
existing Cecil County businesses for workforce training. This program is a partnership with eligible
companies to gain the critical skills, upgrades, or technical training that will contribute to, expand or
improve upon the company's overall production and competitiveness.

Industrial Revenue Bonds

Cecil County offers tax-exempt financing for manufacturers and 501(c) (3) organizations, in accordance
with the terms, borrowing limits and uses established by federal law.

America's Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
America's Small Business Development Center offers emerging and existing small businesses access to
one-on-one counseling, business planning, technical assistance and assistance with project financing.

Brownfields Property Tax Credit

Brownfield Property Tax credits can be utilized on qualifying Brownfield sites as defined in Section 5-
1408 of Article 83A of the Annotated Code of Maryland in an amount equal to 50% of the property tax
attributable to the increase in the assessment of the qualified Brownfields site, over the assessment of
the qualified Brownfields site before the voluntary cleanup or corrective action plan. The credit shall
apply for 5 years following the first revaluation of the property.

Maryland Commercial PACE
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Property Assessed Clean Energy authorizes the county to work with private capital providers to provide
upfront financing to commercial property owners for qualifying improvement projects, and then the
county collects repayment through surcharges on property’s tax bill NO upfront cost. PACE pays 100%
of project and then is repaid over 20-year period. The landowner can sell the property, treat any
expense as operational, and pass on costs to tenants. Projects include solar energy, geothermal, HVAC
upgrades, and basically anything with the words high efficiency in it.

Opportunity Zone Program

Large areas of Cecil County’s growth corridor, including the parcels in the proposed enterprise zone
expansion, are located within an Opportunity Zone. The Opportunity Zone Program offers generous tax
advantages to investors that will spur economic growth in designated low-income and disadvantaged
zones. Through investments in qualified Opportunity Zone Funds, investors can defer capital gains tax
for up to ten years, and potentially eliminate them altogether through reinvestment.

Educational and Training Opportunities

The availability of a highly trained and skilled workforce is a critical factor for existing businesses, start-
ups, and businesses interested in re-locating to Cecil County. The Office of Economic Development
recognizes the importance of a strong workforce and we will continue to work with our partners, Cecil
College, Cecil County Public Schools, and the Susquehanna Workforce Network (SWN), and our
businesses to ensure the training needs of local companies are being met. Below is a brief summary of
each partner’s role in workforce education and training.

e Cecil College works in conjunction with the business community, SWN, and County and State
officials to design and implement specialized training programs for employers and employees
within the County. Cecil College continues to build enrollment, programs and facilities. In
addition, collaborations are being developed while broadening and strengthening the
approaches to support learning and the needs of the surrounding region. The Grand Opening of
the new Engineering & Math Building was in Fall of 2015. This $23.6M project houses
engineering/physics labs, engineering/machine labs, math classrooms, testing and learning
space. Cecil College has agreements with 45 different public and private institutions, including
University of Delaware, Drexel, University of Maryland, and Salisbury University. Programs added
in recent years include Physical Therapy, Cyber Security, Medical IT, and a Marine Diesel
Mechanic program — meeting the challenges and needs of these growing industries.

e Cecil County Public Schools' School of Technology provides secondary school students with
promising opportunities to gain classroom and practical training in the trades. The school’s
leadership works closely with businesses to ensure that the skill levels of graduates continues to
evolve along with the skills required by the advanced technology used on the job. The school
added a Diesel Mechanic program in 2019 and is currently developing a Manufacturing program
that will launch in 2021.

e The Susquehanna Workforce Network works directly with businesses in Cecil County to recruit
and train employees as needed. SWN training programs include things such as skill upgrades,
leadership, and job readiness training.

Management Plan
The Cecil County Office of Economic Development will be responsible for administering the Enterprise
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Zone and submitting the requisite annual report. In order to receive the associated tax credits,
businesses will be required to complete a brief certification application form to ensure the Cecil County
Office of Economic Development fully understands the intentions of the business. Upon submittal of an
application from an eligible business, the Office of Economic Development will send a letter to the
business/property owner letter stating they are certified and are eligible to receive Enterprise Zone tax
credits. Every year the Office of Economic Development will ask all qualified Enterprise Zone companies
to complete a survey in order to track job creation and capital investment.

To promote the Enterprise Zone a mailing will be sent from the Office of Economic Development to all
businesses within the Enterprise Zone to notify them of the program’s benefits and encourage them to
become certified. In addition to promoting the program directly to those businesses located within the
zone, we will promote the zone to site selection consultants, real estate developers, engineers, and real
estate brokers. The Office of Economic Development will also promote the zone in relevant promotional
material, including print advertising, at trade shows/events, and through web-based and social media.

VII. Justification of Size

The proposed expansion of the Cecil County Enterprise Zone includes a total of approximately 568.51
acres. As indicated in Section V. herein, the proposed expansion includes ten parcels. The size of the
proposed expansion is justified based on parcel sizes and configurations as well as the scale of the
projects envisioned per the permitted uses under the existing zoning on each property. Cecil County is
one of hottest markets in the region at the moment and Enterprise Zone designation has played a key
role in this growth. More land with Enterprise Zone designation is necessary for Cecil County to remain
competitive in the region with respect to new business attraction.

VIIIl. Evidence of Public Hearing Notice and Attendance

The Town of Elkton held a public hearing on August 5, 2020 and passed Resolution R6 -2020 on this same
date. The Cecil County Council held a public hearing on September 5, 2020 and passed the resolution for
expansion on October 6, 2020. Immediately below is evidence of the public notices for the hearing. There
are no sign-in sheets since there is a pandemic and the meeting was held virtually; however, the meeting
minutes are provided below immediately following the public notice.
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APG Media of Chesapeake, LLC 10/20/20
P.O. Box 600 2913654
29088 Airpark Drive

Easton, MD 21601

CERTIFICATE OF
PUBLICATION

STATE OF : MARYLAND
COUNTY OF: Cecil County

MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWN OF ELKTON
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
RESOLUTION R6-2020 - ENTERPRISE ZONE DESIGNATION
AND EXPANSION

This is to certify that the annexed legal |A virtual public hearing will be held by the Mayor and Commis-

i i i sioners of the Town of Elkton on Wednesday, August 5th, 2020
advertisement has been pUbHShed in the at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom for the purpose of receiving public com-

publications and insertions listed below. gentlon th%gxggggion of the Town of Elkton Ente'rprise Zone.
L i i - L i i esolution R6- proposes to add approximately 399 acres
PU.bIIC Notice AUQUSt Sth..." was pUbIIShed in to Elkton's existing Enterprise Zone. This proposed expansion
the: includes: Parcels 2103 and 2464 (Lot 7) on Cecil County Tax Map
%03; Pa[lt_:el 2102 gnOCgcil County Ta)égnzap 304; Parcel 1695I c):An
& . ounty Tax Map 310; Parcels 2224, 5, and 2462 (Parcel A)
Cecil Whig 07/29/20 on Cecil County Tax Map 315; Parcels 169 and 2462 (Parcel B,
Lots 1 and 2) on Cecil County Tax Map 316; and Parcel 2371 on
Cecil County Tax Map 320.

Resolution R6-2020 is available for viewing on the Town of Elk-

ton website at www.elkton.org. A vote will be taken at the Town
Meeting following the public hearing. The public is invited to
attend virtually via Zoom or by telephone at 1 (646) 876 9923
(Meeting ID: 944 4600 0734; Passcode: 347094).

ADA NOTICE - Individuals requiring auxiliary aids for effective

communication during this public hearing should contact the
Town of Elkton no later than at least 48 hours in advance, by
calling 410 398-0970 or to initiate a TTY call through Maryland

ames F. Normandin Relay Service dial 7-1-1 or 800-735-2258.
President & Publisher Robert J. Alt
Mayor
2913654 CW 7/29/2020
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APG Media of Chesapeake, LLC 09/05/19
P.O. Box 600 2868142
29088 Airpark Drive

Easton, MD 21601

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF : MARYLAND
COUNTY OF: Cecil County

This is to certify that the annexed legal advertisement has been published in the pub-
lications and insertions listed below. "Resolution No. 50-2019..." was published in the:

Cecil Whig 09/18/19
Cecil Whlg 09/25/19 Public Hearing Notice

A public hearing will be held by the County Council of Cecil Coun-
ty on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Elk Room of
the County Administration Building, 200 Chesapeake Bivd, Elk-

ton, MD on the following:

Resolution No. 50-2019 Enterprise Zone — Elkton. A Reso-
lution to expand the existing Cecil County Enterprise Zone by
1,788z acres of which 372+ acres fall within the Town of Elkton.

Copies are available on the Cecil County Government website at
www.ccgov.org and at the County Administration Building, 200
Chesapeake Bivd., Elkton, MD. This document is available in al-

ames F. Normandin ternate format. For more information, contact the County Councll
President & Publisher Office at 410-996-5201 or by email: council@ccgov.org.
BY: James Massey, Council Manager
cw 9/18/25 : 2868142
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Below is the applicable excerpt from the minutes of the Town of Elkton’s meeting and public hearing
held on August 5, 2020:

Public Hearing
Resolution R6-2020
Enterprise Zone

Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing open at 12:02 p.m.

Ms. Minner introduced Cecil County Economic Development Director Mr. Chris Moyer and Ms.
Sandra Edwards, Cecil County Economic Manager to the Board.

Ms. Edwards stated an Enterprise Zone is designated in economically depressed areas in order
to spur economic growth. She stated property owners that develop within these zones can receive
property and income tax credits.

Ms. Edwards stated that the State of Maryland considers Enterprise Zone expansion requests
twice each year, adding that there are currently about 7,200 acres of land within Cecil County's
Enterprise Zone. She stated the County is applying for expansion of the zone, which is the reason for
Resolution R6-2020 as it pertains to the Town of Elkton. She stated the properties included in Resolution
R6-2020 will be reviewed by County staff and forwarded to County Council for approval.

Ms. Minner stated the Town's request for inclusion of approximately 399 acres in the Enterprise
Zone includes properties located at Warner Road, Belle Hill Road and Muddy Lane, logistics warehouse
site owned by Southside LLC, located near Maloney Road, the LIDL property at Route 40, the Big Elk
Mall, including the Holly Hall site, and a parcel on Bridge Street adjacent to Laurelwood. The list of
properties was included with Resolution R6-2020 and placed in the record of the minutes.

Mayor Alt queried the Board for comments regarding Resolution R6-2020.

Commissioner Givens questioned the criteria for recommending property for the Enterprise
Zone designation.

Ms. Minner stated properties that are languishing, undeveloped or underdeveloped are
contenders for Enterprise Zone designation with the goal of spurring investment and development.

Commissioner Givens questioned if a property owner can refuse the designation. Ms. Edwards
stated the designation is voluntary, adding that there are requirements to perform capital improvements

and meet hiring thresholds prior to receiving real property and income tax credits.

Commissioner Broomell stated that she will recuse herself from voting on Resolution R6-2020,
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as she holds a partial interest in the property adjacent to Laurelwood.
Mayor Alt queried those in the audience for comments regarding Resolution R6-2020.

Mr. Richard Lemen questioned if properties previously designated as Enterprise Zones were
successful. Mayor Alt stated the Upper Chesapeake Corporate Center was an example of Enterprise
Zone success.

Hearing no additional comments, Mayor Alt declared the Public Hearing closed at 12:14 p.m.

ACTION: Resolution R6-2020 was approved on a motion made by Commissioner
Massimiano. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Givens. Commissioner Broomell recused
herself from the vote. The record of the vote is as follows:

Mayor Alt: Aye

Commissioner Broomell: Recused
Commissioner Givens: Second
Commissioner Massimiano: Motion

The minutes are not yet available from the Cecil County Council’s meeting and public hearing held on
October 6, 2020.
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