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CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW REQUEST COVER LETTER  
c/o Rebecca Rush   P.O. Box 434    Hagerstown, MD 21741-0434   

Phone: 301-797-4146   Email: agpowermd@gmail.com 
October 21, 2020  

 
Jason Dubow, Manager 
Resource Conservation & Management  
Maryland Department of Planning 
301 W Preston St, Baltimore, MD 21201-2365 
410-767-4490 
mdp.clearinghouse@maryland.gov 

RE:    USDA REAP Grant Application – Clearing House Review Request 

 For PET’S ER, P.A.  ROOF MOUNTED SOLAR PV PROJECT 
402 PUNKIN COURT SALISBURY MD 21804 

 

   
Dear Mr. Dubow: 
 
This request is being sent to your office via email for Clearinghouse Review  
I have attached: 
 
a. PET’S ER, P.A.  Federal SF 424 form applying for a United States Department of 

Agriculture Rural Energy For America Program Grant, CFDA #10.868.  
b.  area map – PROJECT BIRDSEYE VIEW  
c.  area map – USDA Eligibility  
d.  responses to Clearinghouse Questions 
e.  environmental narrative – (Not Required – exemption for roof-mounted solar)  
f.   Other Maps (Priority Funding Area; USGS)  
 
Please send a copy of your findings to: 

Mr. Bruce Weaver  
Business and Cooperative Specialist/State Energy Coordinator 
United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
1221 College Park Drive, Suite 200 
Dover, DE 19904 

Should you or your staff have any questions, please feel free to contact me by email 
(agpowermd@gmail.com) or by telephone at 301-797-4146. 
Thank you, 

Rebecca Rush 
Grant Writer 
 

mailto:agpowermd@gmail.com
mailto:agpowermd@gmail.com
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RESPONSES TO CLEARINGHOUSE QUESTIONS:  
 

 

• Type, Purpose, Explanation and Justification of the Proposal  
 

PET’S ER, P.A. is a veterinary emergency-care rural small business which solely provides 
urgent-care services for small animals during times and on days when more traditional 
veterinary practices are not open. (Holidays, “after-hours, etc.)   The PET’S ER does not 
provide routine medical care (vaccinations; routine visits). 
 
The facility includes critical diagnostic equipment, surgery area, pharmacy/refrigeration, x-ray 
equipment and laboratory.  
 
As a veterinary service, it operates in NAICS code 541940 which is for “Veterinary Services” 
with an annual revenue ceiling of $8,000,000. The applicant’s annual revenue does not 
exceed the NAICS limit.  
 
PET’S ER, P.A. is an anergy-conscious business and desires to stabilize its long-term cost of 
electricity by investing in a 44.1 Kw solar Photovoltaic System which will be roof mounted, 
interconnected and net metered to the DELMARVA POWER electric utility.   
 
This project will also reduce the business’s carbon footprint while hedging the cost of 
electricity for the next twenty-years (the estimated life of the solar system) by owning its own 
generation assets.  
 
The roof-mounted solar system is designed to produce an estimated 52,866 kWh annually 
which is estimated to be approximately 53% of the veterinary clinic’s annual electricity usage 
of 100,000 kwh.  
 
PET’S ER is requesting a USDA-Rural Energy for America Grant in the amount of $20,000 
which is 20% of the total project cost of $99,200. 
 
In addition, as good stewards of the environment, the project will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by an estimated 37.4 metric tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent, according to the 
EPA greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator. This savings is roughly equivalent to annual 
greenhouse gas emissions saved associated with 92,750 miles driven by a passenger auto, 
or CO2 emissions displaced from 4.3 homes each year.  
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• Areas to be Served 
The solar installation is in the DELMARVA POWER Company Service Territory and is in 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. 
 
The applicant is in the US Congressional District #1, and the Maryland Senate and Delegate 
Districts 38B. 
 

• Budget and Funding Sources 
 

I accordance with the contract signing after the USDA Grant application is filed and affirmed, 
PETS ER will pay for the solar system in four installments:   
 

25%  on Contract Signing, and,  
20%  on start of work, and  
50%  on substantial completion, and,  
  5%  at interconnection.  

 
A letter has been provided by the PET’s ER Banker affirming funds are available for this 
project. There is no debt associated with the project.  
 
With a combination of grants, investment tax credits, production incentives (SRECS) and 
depreciation, there is an estimated net payback period of less than 5 years for this project 
even if there is no USDA Grant awarded.  
 

• Staffing  
 
The purchase of the solar system and installation will not impact staffing for PET’S ER nor will 
it interrupt the applicant providing professional emergency veterinary services.  
There are no outside employees.  
There will be temporary construction labor employed by SOLAR ENERGY SERVICES, INC. 
during the installation period.  
 

• Location, site and vicinity maps 
 
This is an installation in a well-developed commercial area of Salisbury, Wicomico County, in 
an area deemed eligible for U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Business Grants. The 
Eligibility Map is attached.  
 
A birds-eye map is included which shows the PET’S ER building and its context on a newly 
built cul-de-sac.  There is no primary residence at this address.  
No building on the property or in the viewshed is deemed historically significant.   
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The veterinary hospital building was constructed in 2018 and is 4,246 sq. ft. on a 1.22 acre 
parcel zoned commercial. It is owned by Veterinary Real Estate Holdings, LLC.  The owner of 
the building/property is also the owner of the applicant company, Pet’s ER LLC. 
 
The roof mounted Solar Photovoltaic System will be interconnected to a new Net Energy 
Electric Meter at the building.  There are no other parties to benefit from the electricity 
produced.  
 
According to the Maryland Department of Planning interactive map, this project IS in a 
Maryland Priority Funding Area.  Screenshot is attached.  
http://mdpgis.mdp.state.md.us/PFA/publicinfotemplate/index.html  
 
 

• Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) program number and title of 
Federal Program 

 
United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Energy for America Program, (REAP) 
CFDA 10.868.  
 
 
 
 

Re:  RD 1940-20  EXHIBIT 1 Environmental Impact Report 
 
 

NO REPORT REQUIRED – SOLAR PROJECT IS 100% ROOF MOUNTED –  
STATUTORILY EXEMPT  
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ADDITIONAL MAPS AND IMAGES 
 

402 PUNKIN COURT, SALISBURY, MD 21804 
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