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July 29, 2020

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

RE: Economic Development Administration PWEAA2020 Grant Selection Committee
Dear Selection Committee,

The purpose of this letter is to express the strong support of the Charles County Economic Development Department
(EDD) for establishing the Maryland Technology Center (MTC) in Indian Head, MD initiated by the City Council of
Indian Head in concert with the United States Bomb Technician Association (USBTA) to the Town of Indian Head. We
seek EDA support for this Center which complements and strengthens our Five-Year Strategic Economic Development
Plan to attract technology- based firms and organizations to Indian Head. It is our considered opinion that MTC will serve
as a strong asset to the Town of Indian Head, Charles County, and the Naval Surface Warfare Center (NSWC) in Indian
Head.

The EDD, as a Department within Charles County Government, is an economic development organization that supports and
promotes the economic vitality of Charles County and serves as a first point of contact for local businesses and for companies
seeking to locate or relocate to the county. A key recommendation in EDD’s Five-Year Strategic plan is to further develop
assets and initiatives in key areas that support the County’s desire to attract and grow more high-quality economic activities.

For Indian Head, the development of the Velocity Center, a 15,000-square-foot high-tech meeting facility, represented the
successful first phase in implementing this recommendation. This facility, managed and operated by the College of Southern
Maryland and endorsed by NSWC, is delivering on the promise to serve as a catalyst for Indian Head’s revitalization. In
our estimation, USBTA in collaboration with NSWC has proved integral in the implementation of the second phase,
business attraction.

As a membership association that sponsors events, USBTA is a unique asset to Indian Head through its ability to
showcase the town and naval base and otherwise create awareness of the advantages of locating in Indian Head for
businesses that want access to NSWC and the significant Department of Defense presence in the region. Indeed, since
USBTA’s arrival in Indian Head, two additional businesses have expressed their commitment to locating in the town,
raising the prospect of the rehabilitation and reactivation of vacant and underutilized buildings.
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Based on information provided to EDD by USBTA, we estimate annual direct spending in the local economy from hotel
room nights, meals, facility rentals, etcetera to range from approximately $750,000 to $1 million at full operation. In
addition, if all three companies follow through with plans to locate in Indian Head they are projected to support 126 net
new jobs with $13.5 million in estimated annual earnings.

This letter serves to officially support the USBTA in its ongoing operations and presence in Indian Head. Charles County
EDD looks forward to partnering with USBTA and NSWC in facilitating successful events, attracting new businesses, and
continuing the revitalization of the Town of Indian Head.

Sincerely,

Darréll A. Brown, Esq.
Director

CcC: Reuben Collins, Charles County Commissioner President
Mark Belton, Charles County Administrator
Marcia Keeth, Deputy Director, Economic Development
Taylor Yewell, Redevelopment Manager



