Town of Indian Head, Maryland

July 31, 2020

Economic Development Administration PWEAA2020 Grant Selection Committee

The Town Council of Indian Head fully endorses the joint application of the Town of Indian
Head, Maryland, and the United States Bomb Technician Association (USBTA) to the EDA EAA
program. The application supports the development of the Maryland Technology Campus
(MTC) within the Town of Indian Head Maryland. We seek EDA support for this Campus as an
integral component of our Comprehensive Development Plan to bring new technology-based
organizations into the Town; maintain strong ties with the Naval Warfare Center (NSWC) Indian
Head; and increase workforce development opportunities in emerging high-tech career fields.

As part of Phase 1 of the county’s redevelopment plan, the Town of Indian Head has developed
the 13,000 square foot Velocity Center which will serve as a high-tech, collaborative meeting
and educational space managed by the College of Southern Maryland (CSM). The MTC will work
in concert with the Velocity Center to initiate the beginning of Phase 2 of the county’s
redevelopment plan. The MTC and CSM will collaborate with industry and other academic
partners, the Town, and NSWC Indian Head to catalyze a technological and economic
revitalization of the county and Town of Indian Head.

USBTA has already partnered with two national tech companies that will demonstrate the
advantages of opening offices in Indian Head and lead other organizations to follow suit. These
two companies along with USBTA will help rehabilitate old buildings in the Town which will
assist with revitalization efforts. In addition, USBTA’s national and industry membership
provides a unique network of expertise that supports workforce development; increases the
RDT&E knowledge and skills in the region; and provides a national training venue to increase
traffic in the Town. |

USBTA's technology campus is conservatively estimated to bring over $1.1 million to the local

economy annually in the first two years; and in subsequent years is predicted to bring $3-5
million annually in business development. In addition, the technology campus will contribute to
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the region’s technology skilled workforce; new RDT&E knowledge base; and a new national
training venue for emerging technology.

In summary, the Town Council of Indian Head strongly endorses the proposed MTC and its
application to EDA. The MTC is an integral part of the region’s economic development plan and

sustainability. The Council looks forward to a positive outcome with the EDA office and helping
facilitate the ongoing operation of the MTC.

Sincerely,

Brandon Paulin, Mayor )
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Ron Sitoula, Vice Mayor

RandyAIbnght Councilman




