
 
 
July 27th, 2020 
 
Chivas Grannum 
US Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration 
Robert N.C. Nix Federal Building 
900 Market Street, Room 602 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
 

RE: Economic Development Administration PWEAA2020 Grant 
 
Dear Ms. Grannum: 

 

     The Maryland Department of Commerce (Commerce) supports the United States Bomb Technician 

Association (USBTA) in its efforts to develop a state-of-the-art research and development, manufacturing 

and training facility in the town of Indian Head, Maryland.  The facility intends to make resources 

available to entrepreneurs and innovators engaged in defense technology transfer and commercialization. 

  

 The USBTA, a 501.c.3. non-profit, plans to renovate a currently vacant 27,000 sq. ft. retail property 

into a technology campus focused on transferring tax-payer developed technologies at the Indian Head 

Naval Surface Warfare Center and bringing them to market in coordination with existing, small to 

medium sized businesses, and new, locally-based start-up companies.  As part of the technology campus 

the USBTA proposes to partner with two established companies, Memsel Manufacturing and Applied 

Research Analysts to facilitate the commercialization of military technologies.  We expect that the 

build-out alone will retain or create about 30 construction and trade jobs and that once the technology 

campus is up and running it will employ as many as 71 residents from the local and regional community 

in well-paying, technology focused careers.  

 

 



 
 

     An additional benefit of this technology campus is its synergistic location just across the street from 

the College of Southern Maryland (CSMD) and its recently completed Velocity Center. The technology 

campus should mentor and put to work numerous interns from CSMD and the Velocity Center will serve 

as the host location for the USBTA’s existing and robust training program that targets 1st Responders 

from across the nation.  Overall, this project is expected to be a “win-win” for the local, regional, state 

and federal governments and their constituents that call southern Maryland home. 

 

We believe the creation of the USBTA technology campus will be transformative to the economy of 

Southern Maryland by leveraging the enormous technological developments underway at the Indian Head 

Naval Surface Warfare Center for new commercial applications.  This campus, in the heart of Charles 

County, will support entrepreneurs, accelerate job growth and provide technology-focused training and 

learning opportunities well into the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kelly M. Schulz 

Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


